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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,
 
I hope that you are having an enjoyable weekend with family and friends.  The 
Hoboken Public Schools’ students and families should be very proud of the 
achievements and strides made this past week.  Enjoy reading this week’s edition 
of The Herald.

I would like to congratulate our February students of the Month.  Each of the 
following students will be recognized at our upcoming Board of Education 
Meeting on Thursday, March 16th:

• Ryann Timpson, Grade Kindergarten, Brandt Primary School
• Mikaela Crimmins, Grade One, Calabro Elementary School
• Rashawn Blake, Grade Three, Connors Elementary School
• Javen Goldsteiin, Grade Six, Wallace Elementary School
• Melanie Molina, Grade Seven, Hoboken Middle School
• E’Nigel Owusu Ansah, Grade Twelve, Hoboken High School

When you open this week’s edition of the The Herald, you will read about our 
amazing Project Lead the Way learning experiences at multiple grade levels. 
Our children are continuously engaged in hands-on, inquiry-based activities.  In 
addition to our own STEM initiative, Stevens Institute’s Ducklings Program also 
brings authentic engineering lessons to our 6th grade students across the district. 
Supplementing the traditional curriculum, school initiatives like the Jump Rope for 
Heart Campaign, has not only encouraged physical fitness, but also has generated 
a great sum of money that our students will be donating to the American Heart 
Association.

The Hoboken Public School District is quickly becoming a model for excellence 
in writing.  Our students are exploring multiple genres and writing every day in 
school and each night.  Throughout The Herald, you will see multiple examples of 
student work from a variety of grade levels.  This past week, the Clean Communities 
Program of Hoboken presented a funny and educational assembly program about 
the important of recycling and protecting the planet.  Our children and staff truly 
enjoyed The Grand Falloons.

At our middle and high school levels, our students are exploring our three Project 
Lead the Way paths in Biomedical Science, Computer Science and Engineering 
for both application and scheduling purposes.  Although we are not yet ready to 
release the new Middle School and High School Program of Studies, I can assure 
you that when you see the innovative and relevant new courses we will be offering 
in 2017-2018, you surely will be impressed.  

Hoboken Middle School’s Gifted & Talented students have been actively engaged 
in Google’s Genius Hour, which encourages budding engineers to spend 20% of 
their time working on self-selected projects. As a result, our students now have 
the opportunity to discover and investigate their passions and reflect and share 
their learning with others.  Genius Hour reinforces research skills, collaboration, 
critical thinking, problem solving, and creativity.  Our Middle School Gifted & 
Talented students have been blogging about their process in our Google Classroom.  
Our Elementary Schools’ Gifted & Talented students have recently completed a 
STEAM Tank Challenge.  YouTube videos have been created and a panel will 
evaluate projects in order to send the highest quality submissions on to a larger 
regional competition. Please also join me in wishing Mrs. Arnone’s 4th grade 
class at Wallace Elementary School good luck as they prepare for the Hudson 
County Mini Mock Trial Competition.  

Be sure to click on Hoboken High School’s Weekly Newsletter.  In this week’s 
newsletter, take time to read about our participation in Hudson County College’s 
Girls in Technology Symposium, the NJACAC College Fair, our in-house 
Princeton Review SAT Preparation Program, and our Guidance Department’s 
College Planning Night. Also, enjoy catching up with our flourishing culinary arts 
program, and the many beneficial opportunities stemming from our School-based 
Youth Services Program.

As I mentioned in a previous weekly e-mail to all families, the Hoboken Public 
School District has added a new option regarding weather-related school days.  
In addition to full-day school closings and early dismissals, we have added a 
delayed opening option in the event it is needed. Like other school districts, we 
will now include a 90-minute delayed opening option to our schedule.  I will 
utilize this option if the forecast indicates that we will be able to get the day of 
school in, despite potentially dangerous early morning conditions.  A 90-minute 
delayed opening will enable our custodial and maintenance staff a bit more time 
for sidewalk and walkway cleanup. If I do announce a 90-minute delay, all of 
our Hoboken Public Schools will open at 9:45 AM rather than 8:15 AM.  Our 
supervised early morning breakfast program will begin at 9:00 AM, as opposed 
to 7:30 AM.  Parents and guardians, I urge you not to send your child to school 
earlier, as there will not be supervision and your children will not be permitted to 
enter the building.  Remember, although this may seem like an inconvenience for 
working families, the alternative is closing for the entire day.  Therefore, I ask that 
you respect the parameters associated with the new option. 

Throughout this school year, we have offered many Parent and Guardian Academy 
programs.  There is a session on The Growth Mind Set Scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 15th.  Due to the forecast which is calling for snow during the week, this 
session will be rescheduled to a later date. 

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  In September, we also published and distributed a district flip calendar.  
I would like to make sure all families reference that published calendar, as well 
as the calendar that has been posted on our website since last spring, for the most 
accurate accounting of school days.

I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and content 
on our website. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, 
and important notices are always published online. I would also like to draw 
your attention toward our social media platforms. Our Facebook, Twitter, and 
WordPress pages bring district and school events, news, and accomplishments to 
you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Christine A. Johnson

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Greetings Brandt Families, 

We have really begun to dig into writing, and I want to share that the school is excited 
about growing our craft. We are thinking about characters, settings, problems and 
solutions. We are using our alphabetic principles and phonetic awareness to put our 
thoughts on paper. We are becoming authors! Students are modeling their writing 
after various mentor texts written by greats like Mo Willems, Jan Brett, and Tomie 
de Paola. In analyzing their works, we are finding our own paths as writers. We 
will soon embark on tailored homework in grades K and 1 that will have students 
contributing literacy elements daily, and finalizing their own pieces by Friday. 
These will be shared with our families so that all can enjoy! The application of what 
we learn will be evident in the amazing stories that will soon come to life. 

I also want to share the one of our Kindergarten teachers, Mrs. Brunt, has started 
her maternity leave. The children wrote her letters and these were sent off to her. I 
am sure that as she reads them she will be transported to her classroom and fill with 
joy. The children and I have welcomed Ms. Bernstein, who will be the new teacher. 
They were excited to meet her, and they introduced themselves to her with great 
confidence and amazing energy. Feel free to welcome her to our Brandt school 
community. 

Lastly, we are in the final stages of our branding initiative with Booker the Bear! 
Booker the Bear was chosen by the community and we are so anxious to share our 
civic exercise with all.

Sincerely,

Principal Sandra Rodriguez-Gomez

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

We want to offer a big thank you to Mr. Baker for overseeing the Jump Rope for 
Heart program again this year!  I am thrilled to share that we raised $2,705.00 
for the American Heart Association!  I am so proud of our school community for 
raising this money in support of this charity. At our Morning Meeting on April 
28th, we will be recognizing students who contributed greatly to this fundraiser.  
Awesome job everyone!!

In our edition this week, we highlight some exciting activities in our kindergarten 
and 6th grade.  In kindergarten, our Project Lead the Way teacher, Ms. Benevenga, 
guided students to learn about the human body.  Our 6th grade received another 
visit from the Ducklings, which is a Stevens Institute of Technology program. Hope 
you enjoy the pictures and learning about the great activities our classes have been 
enjoying.

Please be reminded that Interim Report Cards for the 3rd Marking Period will be 
viewable in Genesis on Monday, March 13th.  Please review it with your child and 
contact your child’s teacher should have any questions or concerns.  We are always 
willing to meet with you to best support your child’s academic needs.

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

It was another exciting week here at Connors!

The week started off with a great assembly for all of our students presented by the 
Grand Falloons! Our Kindergarten and Grade 1 students were also provided a chance 
to meet the world-famous Cat in the Hat! As the week progressed, the academic 
focus continued as we approach PARCC testing. Staff and students continue to 
work diligently to prepare to demonstrate just how much we all have learned this 
year. We look forward to another great week as the school year continues.

-Dr. Pollins

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing 
ways to set your children up for success inside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Embracing the Growth Mindset

* This event, originally scheduled for March 15, has 
been postponed due to the pending inclement weather. 

The new time, date, and location will be announced 
during the week.

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Upcoming Events

Connors School PTO Update

PTO EMAIL LIST

Our PTO Email List has been one of the many ways 
we’ve communicated with parents this year about our 
PTO meetings dates, recaps, upcoming initiatives, and 
district-wide events.

Please email ConnorsPTO@gmail.com to be added to 
our distribution list.

MARCH PTO MEETING:

Come join us on Tuesday, March 14th at 5:00pm in the 
Media Library Room! 

AUTHOR VISIT FOR KINDERGARTEN & 1st 
GRADE CLASSROOMS

Thank you to Connors’ parent Lauren Eagle for 
inviting children’s book author A.J. Bennett to visit our 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade students on Thursday, March 
16th to read her stories about The Adventures of Big 
Sil and inspire us all to discover amazing places across 
America!

CONNORS ART SHOW

Save the date for our Connors Art Show!  We’ll be 
showcasing the artistic and musical talents of our students 
on Wednesday, April 12th from 5:00pm-7:00pm.

We’ll also have free light refreshments, art activities for 
kids, a photo op section, raffle baskets and silent auction 
items!  

We have started working with Parent Volunteer 
Committees for the Event, but we can always use more 
helping hands!  Please reach out to us if you’d like to 
help - we can set you up with a task that works for  your 
schedule!

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

As the first full week of March comes to a close, I feel privileged to once again let 
you know that our students and staff at the Wallace School continue to travel a path 
towards academic excellence. When Mr. Bartlett and I walk our halls and visit our 
classrooms, we consistently see and hear some wonderful things.  

Be sure to check out our feature on Read Across America Week below. Students and 
staff truly got into the spirit of Dr. Seuss and completed some great activities. With 
St. Patrick’s Day next week, a walk around our hallways will give you a glimpse 
into many of the themed activities taking place in our classes. Ms. Fernandez and 
her kindergarten friends wrote about catching leprechauns and hung their musings 
on Mr. Shannon’s door. Many of our first grade friends wrote about being lucky. 
Throughout the building, our students and staff are incorporating some great 
holiday-themed activities into their teaching and learning. 

Elsewhere in our educational community, Ms. Durando and her phenomenal 
ESL students wrote stories about kites. It’s truly amazing to see the progress our 
friends are making in their writing as they become more adept at using their second 
language of English. Mrs. Kane posted some great narratives her students wrote 
based on some interesting picture prompts. 

In honor of International Women’s Day, our 5th grade friends in Mrs. Martinez’s 
and Mrs. Killen’s classes found and interpreted inspirational sayings from famous 
women. Our 2nd grade scholars in Mrs. Mazzone’s class celebrated this day by 
discussing the women’s rights movement and by writing letters of thanks to their 
mothers. 

Truly, I am grateful that each week I am able to bring you glimpses of our fabulous 
staff and students as they continue to produce great work. I wish you a great 
weekend and look forward to giving you another glimpse into our educational 
family next week.

Martin Shannon
Principal

Please join our Wallace PTO for their next meeting on 
Tuesday, March 14 at 8:45am in the Wallace Cafeteria.  
Please note this meeting will be rescheduled to 
Wednesday, March 15  at 8:45am if school is closed due 
to inclement weather.  

The Wallace PTO is excited to kick off their Mixed 
Bag Designs fundraiser! Catalogs were sent home with 
students earlier this week. Please take a look and review 
the enclosed letter for all the details. As you will see, 
Mixed Bag Designs offers quality, stylish, and functional 
tote bags, accessories, kitchenware, gift wrap, and more.  
Please help them reach their goal of $5,000 in sales! 
The Wallace PTO will receive a percentage of total 
sales, which will be used for PTO events and initiatives, 
including Field Day 2017. Orders can be placed through 
the catalog or online. Catalog orders are due Friday, 
March 24th and orders will be shipped to school for 
distribution by early May (in time for Mother’s Day). 
Online ordering will continue to be available beyond 
March 24th and all online orders will be shipped directly 
to the purchaser. For your reference, instructions for 
both ways to order were provided with the catalogs that 
were sent home. 

Please save the date for our second annual basketball 
game in which Wallace parents play against Wallace 
staff, including your Principal and Vice Principal on 
Thursday, March 23 from 6-8pm.  If you are interested 
in playing, please reach out to your PTO leaders or email 
them at wallaceschoolpto@gmail.com.  

Wallace School PTO Update

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

The March assessments started this week.  On Wednesday, both 7th and 8th 
graders performed a narrative writing assessment.  It is evident that the students 
are progressing on these assessments, and the commitment from both the faculty 
and the students is very much appreciated. 

It is not always easy to change from a fixed mindset to a growth one, but the more 
we encourage the students to believe in themselves, the easier the transition will 
become.  This week, many of our 8th graders applied for the Project Lead the 
Way programs for next year.  Students had to think outside the box and answer 
some thought provoking questions.  Applying for a competitive program can be 
intimidating, and for some middle schoolers, this was the first application they 
have filled out. As I walked around, I saw many students employing innovation 
and creativity in their answers. 

Next week is the literary analysis task, and I’m sure the students will put their best 
foot forward. 

The PTO is sponsoring a Hoboken Middle School dance on March 24th.
Thank you for your continued support of Hoboken Middle School. 

--Tara Donnelly

Inside the Classroom...

Miss Minogue’s 7th and 8th grade English classes 
benefited from three 8th grade students coming in last 
week to teach us how to write a compare and contrast 
essay in preparation for the literary analysis task. We 
used reading passages that were familiar and students 
worked together with these teacher assistants to create 
exemplars for each grade. Each student then received a 
copy of the exemplar to keep as an excellent model of this 
type of writing. We also created anchor charts to keep in 
our classrooms for reference. Both sets of students had a 
positive and rewarding experience. 

Hoboken High School Newsletter
Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 

School Newsletter!

Hoboken High School

Tips to Improve Your Child’s Writing

Writing is in full swing here in Kindergarten!  The 
students are referring to their writing goals to self-check 
their work, and are using all of the skills that they’ve 
learned so far to put their thoughts on paper.  We are 
looking forward to continuing to see our student’s 
enjoyment and growth in the art of writing.  

Here are some tips on how you can promote the fun of 
writing into your everyday life:

• Journals and/or Travel Logs - Give your child 
a special journal.  Encourage your child to write 
about things that happen at home and school.  They 
can write about what he/she saw, heard or felt on a 
trip or adventure.  

• Say “Thank You” - Have your child write his/her 
own thank-you notes to friends and family. 

• Grocery List - Have your child occasionally write 
the grocery list.  A task such as this can help your 
child sense the connection between writing and the 
“real” world and may increase their writing interest.  

• Make a Menu - Let your child design and write the 
menu for a family dinner.  This can be a fun activity 
to keep your child busy when you are preparing 
dinner. 

• Writing Prompts - Help your child get started by 
providing a writing prompt (i.e. Pretend that you 
built your own spaceship.  What did you find when 
you arrived in space? ).   This is a great avenue for 
children to use their great sense of imagination and 
explore creative writing.

• READ as much as possible - Reading good books 
exposes your child to a variety of authors’ writing 
techniques and content-specific vocabulary that 
they can use in their own writing.  TALK about the 
books that you read.  Your child will engrain the fact 
that if they think and say it, they can write it. 

Upcoming Events

March 24  Test Prep Pep Rally
____________________________________________

PARCC Schedule

Grade 3 & 4:  March 27-31
Math:  Monday March 27 & Tuesday March 28
ELA: Wednesday March 29 - Friday March 31

Grade 5: April 3-7
Math: Monday April 3 & Tuesday April 4
ELA:  Wednesday April 5 - Friday April 7

Grade 6: April 3-10
Math: Monday April 3 - Wednesday April 5
ELA: Thursday April 6 - Monday April 10

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

This week our crafters used decoupage medium (similar 
to Mod-Podge) and fabric to create customized new 
covers for ordinary composition books. They turned 
boring to beautiful!

Middle School Sewing & Crafts Club

Wonderful Work at Wallace

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken Public School District has 
been busy. Click the picture above to watch a short highlight video from this year.

March 14 March PTO Meeting at 5:00pm
March 16 Author Visit for K-1
March 17 2nd MP Awards Assemblies 
March 17 February Zero Absence or Tardy St. 
  Patrick’s Day Party
March 22 Girls’ Dinner in honor of Women’s 
  History Month

Read Across America Week at Wallace

Women’s History Month

Project Lead The Way

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

The Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council 
(HECAC) is excited to share news about our partnership 
with the Hoboken Public Library (HPL).  Sharlene 
Edwards, the Senior Children’s Librarian, recently 
joined HECAC as a Community Representative.  With 
Sharlene’s guidance, HECAC and the Library are looking 
to deepen our impact in the community and forge new 
opportunities for our youngest learners.  To that end, 
Sharlene had a chance to meet with the Master Teachers 
from the Early Childhood Education Program this week 
to discuss the Tools of the Mind curriculum.  Sharlene 
will be developing workshops at the Library that will 
help to extend and support the learning taking place in 
the Pre-K classrooms.  Our community is stronger when 
we come together in service of the children.  We will 
certainly keep families posted about the launch of these 
Pre-K workshops at the Hoboken Public Library.  Many 
thanks to Sharlene and the Master Teachers for their 
collaborative efforts!  

Calabro Counselor’s Corner
One of the keys to a caring classroom/school is 
encouraging students to be kind to others.  This week we 
continued to brainstorm kind words and acts of kindness 
that we can add on to our kindness tree we are creating.  
Our 2nd grade students each made a leaf for the tree with 
examples of kindness they have exhibited this month so 
far.  Our goal is to have each student in Calabro create a 
leaf with their act of kindness and add it to our tree. 

Steven’s Ducklings Visit Calabro

Students from Stevens Institute of Technology visited Calabro Elementary to 
perform their monthly experiment with our 6th Graders. This month, students were 
learning about the basics of chemical engineering. Students learned about what 
polymers are and how they are used. During this experiment, polymers were used 
to make putty. Students mixed different materials together to make the putty. All 
sixth grade students were able to work with students from Stevens to help combine 
the materials needed for the experiment. 

The sixth graders enjoyed working with Stevens students and always look forward 
to their monthly visit to Calabro.

On Monday, March 6th, the students of Connors were treated to an exciting 
assembly resented by the Clean Communities program of Hoboken. The Grand 
Falloons put on a hysterical show that both staff and students loved. The show was 
focused on the importance of recycling and protecting our planet. It was a big hit!

Clean Communities and the Grand Falloons!

Last week, many of our classes celebrated the birthday of Dr. Seuss and Read Across 
America Week. Our 4th grade team of Mrs. Arnone, Mrs. DeCastro, Mr. Fagan, 
Ms. Talarico, and Ms. Versaci had their students complete writing pieces based on 
Oh The Places You’ll Go, now proudly displayed outside of their homerooms. Ms. 
Ramos and her 2nd grade crew made green eggs and ham, as well as cupcakes for 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday. (They used this to learn about measurement and got some 
baking help from our awesome cafeteria staff!) Mrs. Alt and her kindergarten 
friends wrote about their favorite Dr. Seuss stories. From dressing up for Dr. Seuss-
themed activities to parents coming in to read to classes, Read Across America 
Week was a wild success at Wallace. 

Mrs. Mazzone’s 2nd graders with letters to their mothers 
in celebration of International Women’s Day.

Mrs. Killen’s 5th grade scholars interpreted inspirational 
quotes from famous women. 

Ms. Ramos and her 2nd grade scholars learned about 
measurement when they baked cupcakes for Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday.

Utopias

Ms. Dickerson’s 8th grade English class is creating their own utopian societies 
that will be presented in class next week.  The students are using the short stories, 
“The Lottery,” “The Pedestrian,” and “Harrison Bergeron” as resources along with 
their novel Uglies to create a world that would be perfect for them.  As a class, 
we have looked at areas of their daily routine that they would want to change, 
as well as areas that are important for a society to run.  The students have been 
asked to creatively name their society, create a motto/slogan, identify the basis 
of their society, include a government with leadership, rules and laws, as well as 
consequences for citizens who go against the society.  

The students are using the chromebooks to create Google slide presentations.  They 
will begin to present their societies to their peers in class starting on Wednesday.  
When all of the presentations are complete, the students will write a compare 
and contrast essay looking at how their society would not work for others using 
elements of their peers’ presentation as textual evidence. 

Upcoming Events
March 13  Interim Report Cards available in 
  Parent Portal
March 24 Middle School Dance

Genius Hour

Hoboken Middle School’s Gifted & Talented students 
have been actively engaged in Genius Hour.  What is 
Genius Hour you may wonder...

Google allows its engineers to spend 20% of their time 
to work on any pet project that they want.  The idea 
is simple.  Allow people to work on something that 
interests them, and productivity will go up.  Bringing 
Genius Hour to our Gifted and Talented classroom is 
allowing our students an opportunity to discover and 
investigate one of their passions and reflect on and share 
their learning with others.  Genius Hour is also providing 
students an opportunity to develop the skill sets that are 
valuable in any learning situation, such as research, 
collaboration, critical thinking, problem solving, and 
creativity.  Students’ passion projects range from the 
realms of sports to writing a novel, and even baking 
bread.  Students have been blogging about their process 
in our Google Classroom.  Below are three entries from 
this week.  Take a look and stay tuned for further progress 
on these innovative passion projects!

Upcoming Events

March 16  Parent Workshop:
5:30-7:00 PM  Menu Planning on a Budget- 
Rue Building  Preparing Healthy Snacks

March 30  Parent Workshop:
5:30-7:00 PM  Teaching Your Child 
Demarest School Pros-Social Behavior

April 28  Spring Musical Performance:
1:30 PM  Ivy & Bean, the Musical

Inside the Classroom...

Gifted & Talented News

In Mr. Joffe’s class this week students are studying the reactants and products of 
photosynthesis. The main topic the students need to know is that plants create their 
own food called glucose.

Photosynthesis

Peer Writing Assistance

My genius hour project is how to improve arm sleeves 
and knee pads for less injury in basketball.  Basketball is 
my passion, so this is what my genius hour project is on.

This week I made a traditional Mardi Gras cake/pastry.  
It is called a King Cake.  It is shaped like a braid and 
cinnamon and sugar wrapped inside of it and has glaze 
and colored sugar on top.  The three colors; purple, 
green, and gold are the signature colors of Mardi Gras.  
A small plastic baby is put inside the cake after it bakes, 
and the person who gets the piece with the baby in it at 
whatever party it is brought to, is the person who has to 
make the cake the next year.  The one I made turned out 
to be under-baked, despite looking fine when it came out 
of the oven.  After it cooled, I put the glaze and sugar on 
it, but realized later when I had a piece that the bottom 
was not fully baked.  

We came up with basic details regarding the characters in 
our novel, Claire and Leo.  We researched schizophrenia 
to gain a better understanding of the disorder.  Our 
main character will be dealing with it and having some 
background information will definitely improve the 
quality of the novel.  

In physical education class, the students are 
learning the baseball skills of throwing, fielding, 
and hitting. Students will practice these skills 
and learn the importance of the fundamentals, 
before participating in competitions and games 
during classes as well!

Class 305 is full of researchers. We took our questions and curiosity about plants, 
from our ELA theme, and turned it into research. First, we talked about what 
we knew about plants. Then, we worked in a team to make predictions and ask 
questions. Next, we read to find the answers. Our friends had a great time working 
with their classmates to learn more about this topic. They are passionate and curious 
researchers. We continue to ask questions, make predictions, and learn more about 
our ELA themes.

A Message from the Kindergarten Team

PLTW Launch at Brandt

In first grade PLTW, we have finished our sun, moon, and stars unit. As a final 
project to show understanding, students had to build a model to protect the 
characters in our story from the hot and harmful ultraviolet rays of the sun. Students 
worked in groups to build these structures. We then tested the models using a UV 
ray light and UV ray beads to show understanding of sun protection. Students 
used the engineering design process to build by questioning, exploring, modeling, 
evaluating, and explaining. 

PLTW Launch students exploring different environments 
from around the world! They class created a traveller 
and designed plans to best prepare him for each different 
environment!

At Connors, 5th grade students are working through the 
engineering design process to build a multi-purpose tool 
to help someone suffering from a severe back injury.

March is National Nutrition Month

Choose the GO, SLOW, and WHOA foods:

GO FOODS – are the lowest in fats and added sugar. 
They are nutrient dense with a better source of vitamins 
and minerals, Examples of GO foods are fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, fat-free and low-fat milk 
products, lean meats, poultry, fish, beans, egg whites, or 
egg substitute.

SLOW FOODS - are higher in fat, added sugar, and 
calories.  SLOW foods include vegetables with added 
fat, white refined bread flour, low- fat mayonnaise, 2% 
low fat milk products, peanut butter, pizza, baked chips, 
and mac and cheese.  Have slow foods sometimes.                                   

WHOA FOODS – are the highest in fat and sugar.  
They are calorie dense foods and low in nutrients.  
Have WHOA foods once in a while, and when you do 
have them, have small portions.  Examples of WHOA 
foods are whole-milk products, fried foods, bakery 
sweets, candy, soda, chips, sugary cereals, and creamy 
salad dressings. Students in Mr. Baker’s PE classes 
are taking time to write in their food journals and food 
activity sheets to see how they are eating.   

Great Job!

PLTW Launch at Calabro

In kindergarten PLTW we have been learning about the human body. We have been 
doing hands on activities in order to understand the function of main organs in our 
body. Students felt and observed bones, made lungs inflate and deflate using plastic 
bags, learned how the stomach works, and created muscles using rubber bands and 
cardboard arms. We have been having so much fun learning about our bodies! 

Women’s History Month is a celebration of women’s 
contributions to history, culture and society. The United 
States has observed it annually throughout the month of 
March since 1987. 

Many of our students are engaged in activities on famous 
women in history. Stay tuned for upcoming classroom 
activities in support of this celebration….

Nurse’s Corner

Kindergarten and Grade 1 students 
were provided the opportunity 
to meet one of their favorite 
characters—the Cat in the Hat. 
Our School Nurse, Nurse Hoffman 
happens to be close friends with 
the Cat and invited him to Connors 
to celebrate literacy and education 
on the heels of Read Across 
America Day celebrated last week. 
We thank Nurse Hoffman and the 
Cat for visiting us and helping us 
continue to motivate our youngest 
learners. 

The Cat in the Hat Comes to Connors!

Congratulations to our February 2017 Students of the Month. Pictured from left 
to right: Enzo Pereira (Pre-K – Mr. Mautone), Cameron Daly (1st – Mr. Hamlin), 
Egypt McClary (Kindergarten – Ms. Tomlinson), Leigh Ferrales (2nd – Mrs. 
Shikhman), Rhys Mozian (3rd – Ms. Brooks), Trey Taglieri (4th – Mrs. Arnone), 
Mable Blischke-Villavicencio (5th – Mrs. Martinez), and Javen Goldstein (6th – 
Mrs. Taglieri). All of our scholars received a certificate, a spirit stick, a pencil, and 
were treated to a breakfast with invited guests. A second “congratulations” goes to 
Javen Goldstein, the overall Student of the Month for Wallace School. Javen will 
be honored at the next meeting of the Hoboken Board of Education on Thursday, 
March 16. Job well done by all. 

February Students of the Month

Fourth grader Sierra Centeno with Mr. Shannon. Sierra 
sold the most chocolate during the Gertrude Hawk 
Fundraiser. She received a “Wallace Spirit” spirit stick 
for her efforts. Great job!

LeosGrandevous

 @Leosgrandevous 

Follow Us on Social!

Zucchini Frittata

$100/person (tax and gratuity included)
$20 of each ticket sold will benefit the Hoboken High School Marching Band on their trip to 
Washington DC to participate in the Memorial Day Parade.

Fusilli  with Roasted Asparagus, Diced Prosciutto, Smoked Mozzarella, Caviar

Seared Cod with Corn Chowder and Lima Beans

Lamb Chopswith Julienne Artichoke Hearts, Mint, Balsamic Glaze

Grilled Calamari Roasted Garlic White Bean Puree Lemon Gremolata

Leo’s Spring Wine Tasting and Dinner
A pri l  1 8,  20 1 7

Proseco Cocktail reception at 6:30pm
Dinner  at 7pm

-Tasting Menu - 

-Dessert - 

Chef Benito Olvera Featured Pastry Chef Michele Flett

Pasqua Extra Dry Prosecco, Veneto

Mandrarosso Pinot Grigio, Sicily

Rocca delle Macie Vernaccia di San Gimgnano, Tuscany

Castello di Monsanto Chardonnay, Tuscany

Alta Mora Etna Rosso, Sicily

Castello del Poggio Moscato, Piave

Rsvpto leosgrandevous@optonline.net by April 11th

Entertainment provided by ALEO productions

Spring Onion Flatbread
with Figs, Bleu Cheese, Honey Drizzle

http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6639070
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6639070
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/March/Mar10%20(1).pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6615959
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6615959
https://youtu.be/bQDtS46gYCQ
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Digital%20Backpack/March/Flyer%20(1).pdf

